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Q1. How can we build horizontal relationships and work in 
partnership with children recognizing their innate spirituality 
and agency? How do we convince and engage our wider 

communities in these efforts?



Children are not the face of this pandemic. But they 
risk being among its biggest victims, as children’s 
lives are nonetheless being changed in profound 
ways. All children, of all ages, and in all countries, 

are being affected, in particular by the socio-
economic impacts and, in some cases, by 

mitigation measures that may inadvertently do more 
harm than good.

This is a universal crisis and, for some children, the 
impact will be lifelong.

Moreover, the harmful effects of this pandemic will 
not be distributed equally. They are expected to be 

most damaging for children in the poorest 
countries, and in the poorest neighbourhoods, and 

for those in already disadvantaged or vulnerable 
situations.

UNICEF



Making sense of the big picture :

29,700,313 people have tested COVID-19 positive in India
177,048,031 people have tested COVID-19 positive worldwide
17th June 2021 
Johns Hopkins Global Dashboard





The compounded burden that children are carrying 

Implications for a generation of children
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School closures 
between March 11, 2020 and February 2, 2021

Global average

96 days

South Asia average

146 days



Child Labour

Source: Child Labour: Global Estimates 2020, trends and the road forward'' UNICEF/ILO Joint Publication, 2021.

Increase in child labour from 28.2% to 79.6% out of the 818 children who were 
surveyed, mainly because of the COVID-19 pandemic and closure of schools, reveals a 

study conducted by Campaign Against Child Labour in India.



Vulnerable communities carry an unequal burden

In India, the abrupt lockdown meant that the 
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 

came to an abrupt halt. 
158 million children 

were dependent on this critical government 
programme for nutritional supplements, cognitive 
stimulation, immunization, growth monitoring and 

early detection of diseases.

More than
115 million

children already live in 
extreme poverty 

in India.



Can we actively disrupt this?

Does Ethics have a role? 

Does Science have a role? 

Does Partnership that ensures the best 
interests of children have a role?



Why are we speaking of relationships in the midst of the COVID-19 Pandemic? 

Forced relationship building Awareness of our interconnectedness

Markets with deep supply chain
mechanisms around the world

Developing a response that draws on 
expertise from around the world



What can be the role of children and young people in 
co-developing more customized responses?



Shanti Ashram Response



Q2. Why is ethics and ethics education an important 
framework for responding to these challenges and 

supporting children and young people? 



Fostering ethics education that supports social learning and affirms living 
together during this challenging time

Ethics Faith

Interfaith dialogue Intergenerational learning

Community cohesion



The new frontiers in a post COVID-19: 
Will Sarvodaya emerge as a shared aspiration?



“The very first step in 
nonviolence is that we 
cultivate in our daily 

life, as between 
ourselves, truthfulness, 

humility, tolerance, 
loving kindness.”

Mahatma Gandhi


