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THE CHILD 
BRIDE 

Dr.Lakshmi Shanthi/Meet the Expert-Impact of Child Marriage and Teenage Pregnancy/18th May 2023 



INDIA AND 
CHILD 

MARRIAGE 

 

 1929- 18 FOR MALE AND 14 FOR FEMALE 

 1970-  LEGAL AGE FOR MARRIAGE WAS 15 

 1978- 21 FOR MALE AND 18 FOR FEMALE 

 2023- 21 FOR BOTH MALE AND FEMALE 
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UNICEF REPORT 

•47% 2005-
2006 

•27% 2015-
2016 

Dr.Lakshmi Shanthi/Meet the Expert-Impact of Child Marriage and Teenage Pregnancy/18th May 2023 



REASONS 
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COVID AND 
CHILD 

MARRIAGE 
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NFHS 5 
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LAWS IN INDIA 

 THE CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT ACT OF 

1929[SARDA ACT] 

 THE PROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE ACT,2006 

 PREVENTION OF CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL OFFENCES 

ACT,2012 

 LAW ON MARITAL RAPE-2017 
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TEENAGE 
PREGNANCY 
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A MAJOR 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

PROBLEM 

 NFHS 4 says 27% of our girls get married by the time 

they turn 18. NFHS 5 shows a marginal decrease of 1% 

in teenage pregnancy. 

 More than 50% of these girls who got married have 

already given birth. 

 Prevalence of teenage pregnancy is inversely 

proportional to the levels of education. 

 Prevalence is 9.2% in the rural areas compared to 5% in 

the urban areas. 

 A UN report says India bears economic losses of $7.7 

billion a year due to teenage pregnancies which is 

grossly equal to 12% of our GDP. 
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TEENAGE 
ROMANCE 
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TEEN LOVE AND 
PREGNANCY 
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THE 
CONSEQUENCES 

OF TEENAGE 
PREGNANCY 
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INTERGENERATI
ONAL CYCLE OF 

ANAEMIA 
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The barker’s 
hypothesis 
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SAY NO TO 
CHILD 

MARRIAGE 
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THE ASSAM 
STORY 
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74% of rural 
women not 

completed even 
10 yrs of 
schooling 
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FEMALE LITERACY IS THE KEY 
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