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Focus 

I brief summary of the pandemic from a 

 German perspective 

 

II what went wrong ? 

 „the silencing of science“ ? 

 

III strenght of civil society ! 

 rule of law ! 

    



Focus  I                     strategy 

     Flatten  the  Curve 

 

    Trace  the  Trail 

 

     Social Distancing 

 

    Lockdown 

 

       Fiscal Spending 

 

   Herd Immunity /     
 Vaccination 

 
 



Focus  I 

Germany : 

total cases   38 Mio. 

fatal cases   167.000 

fatality rate    0,44 % 
 

 

other fatality rates : 

Mexiko 4,76 %     

India  1,19 % 

USA  1,10 % 

Worldwide 1,03 % 

Worldwide fatal cases 

after 3 years: 

7 Mio deaths 



Focus  I 

age & gender  

of fatal cases  

in Germany 



Focus  I      women & jobs 



Focus  I       gross national product 

Quarterly change of national product in 2020 / 21 



Focus  I                  sectoral losses 



Focus  I                         public debt 



Focus  II     science delivered ! 

decoding of the virus 

 

identification of the 

immune response 

 

rapid tests 

 

PCR 

 

vaccinations       --->>> 

 

 



Focus  I              

number of ICU beds 

per  lakh inhabitants 



Focus  II               social media 

 

     loss of orientation 

     seducibility / 
populism 

      confirmation bias 

      echo chambers 

      polarization of society  

     loss of consense 

        social fragmentation 

sometimes 

vicious circles 



Focus  II         role of media 

Bergamo  (Italy)  2020  ? 



Focus  II                       forecast ? 

Was the second wave of autumn 

2020 not expectable  ? 

 

The elderly care homes were then 

„set on fire“  



Focus  II                Education 

     in Germany :  loss of  183 school days on average 

 

    35 % reduction of learning during 2020 

 

     closing of schools was even higher in 2021 than 2020  

 

     psychologic impact on children was higher than in     

      adults 

 



Focus  II               care system 

 

     isolation of  elderly care homes 

 

     isolation of patients in hospitals 

 

    loss & shortage of staff and closing of wards 

 

     postponing of cancer and cardio-vascular 
 treatments 

 

      closing of many small hospitals 



Focus  II                      outcome 

 pre-existing deficiencies  

(economic, social or political)    

          

are reaching  default lines 

sometimes with a point of no return 

 

  political leadership  ? 

  political credibility  ? 

 

 
 



Focus  II       prospect & challenge 

      increase of global debts  & deficit spending 

 

   inflation & larger wealth gap 

 

     rise of nationalism & populism 

 

    de-globalization  & polarisation 

 

     rise of conflicts    (social & militant international) 

 
 



Focus   III 

 What shall we do to 

improve  „public health“ ? 



Focus  III 

„Populism is not a path 

to more participation in 

politics.“ 

„Populism is something 

like a permanent shadow 

of modern representative 

democracy and a 

constant peril.“ 



Focus  III 

Habermas 

articulates a 

perspective on 

morality based on 

communicative 

rationality 

 

discourse ethics 



Focus  III  discourse ethics 

Five  steps 

 

 Telling the story about the situation 

 

 Reflections and dialogue concerning the emotions involved 

 

 Formulation of the problem / dilemma 

 

 Analysis of the situation and the dilemma 

 

 Searching for a choice of action or approach 

 



Focus  III 

Rule of Law 

 

Strong Civil Society 



Focus  III                      subsidiarity 

The central question 

in this book is how 

we restore the 

balance between the 

pillars in the face of 

the ongoing 

disruptive 

technological and 

social change. 



Facit                        public health ? 



community matters 

and does not mean uniformity 

„ If you want to go fast,  go alone. 

  If you want to go far,  go together.“ 

 
     Carl von Clausewitz 

     - On War -   1832 


