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DR.MONTESSORI AND CHILDREN 

1870-1952 

First woman physician in Italy 

Work with children with 
disabilities 

Studied anthropology, 
sociology, psychology 

Scientist by nature 

Revelation of the child’s true 
nature through observation 



LOVE AS A DEVELOPMENTAL 
IMPERATIVE 

Adult’s love and Child’s 

love 

UNESCO’s Four Pillars 

Social Embryo 

Head, heart and hands 

Love 



MANIFESTATIONS 

Language and co-ordinated 
movement 

Engaging in daily life  

Work - exchange with the 
world 

Independence - decision 
making 

Drive towards social life - 
integration of the 
personality 



ASSESSING THE ENVIRONMENT 

Barriers to development 

Opportunities for engaging 
with the world 

Stability in relationships 
- to mitigate effects of 
trauma 



Dr. Maria Montessori 

But love is much more than we have said so far. In man's mind it has been exalted by 

fantasy, but in us it is no other than one aspect of a very complex universal force, 

which—denoted by the words "attraction" and "affinity"—rules the world, keeps the 

stars in their courses, causes the conjunction of atoms to form new substances, holds 

things down on the earth's surface. It is the force which regulates and orders the 

organic and the inorganic, and which becomes incorporated into the essence of 

everything and of all things, like a guide to salvation and to the endlessness of 

evolution. It is generally unconscious, but in life it sometimes assumes 

consciousness, and, when felt in man's heart, he calls it "love."  
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