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LOVE AS A DEVELOPMENTAL
IMPERATIVE
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ASSESSING THE ENVIRONMENT

Barriers to development
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But love is much more than we have said so far. In man's mind it has been exalted by
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which—denoted: by: the  words ~‘attraction’=and: ‘affini ity —rules - the: world. - keeps  the
stars in their courses, causes the conjunction of atoms to form new substances, holds
things down on the earth's surface. It is the force which regulates and orders the
organic and the 1inorganic, and which becomes incorporated into the essence of
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consciousness, and, when felt in man's heart, he calls it "love. ”

Dr. Maria Montessori
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menaveromen e Interactive Knowledge Update on

The developmental relevance of love: a Montessori perspective

WHOLE CHILD

oevET e The developmental relevance of love:

The mention of a ‘child ‘or ‘childhood 'i diately evokes images, emotions
and experiences, most of them positive and hopeful. In the last eight decades,

° °
experts - from the field of Paediatrics to Child Development, Theology to M 1 1
Psychology, Arts to Archived experiences - have studied this important phase of a, O n e O r p e r p e C U e

the life cycle more deeply.

While the United Nations describes anyone between the age of 0-18 as a child, these fields and their systematic research

provide enough evidence to further sub classify these stages as the first 1000 days, early childhood, middle childhood and

then adolescence, It is only then that adulthood sets in. This scientific evidence from various fields is worthy of our deeper

reading, reflection and understanding. We believe that in doing so, we give ourselves real chances to augment our efforts in

child development, both through policy & practice, and its vital intersection praxis. In difficult times, such as the current 4 b

COVID-19 pandemic, it will also help us see why declaring early childhood services as an essential service is criticall This 1 S t a W a S e 1 V e I‘ e a S p ar t O t e
interactive knowledge update is a contribution to our united effort to make ‘CHILDREN a priority during this COVID-19

pandemic and beyond. Every child deserves a hopeful and healthy start to life!
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This session will help you discover answers to questions including:

v As a composite group of stakeholders around the child, why is it important to know what the child feels as love for 1 8 t h O C t O b e r 2 O 2 2 a t C O i mb a t O r e R

their world?
v What does this love drive the child towards, in their development?

v What implications does it have for society?
v Can the love that children experience impact humanity as a whole?
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