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India: The scale of things

Population: 1,156 million (under 18 years): 424 million (37%)
Population: 1210 million (census 2011 P)

Many states have child populations similar to the
child population of large countries

Uttar Pradesh USA
Bihar Ethiopia
Maharashtra Philippines
West Bengal Vietham
Madhya Pradesh Russian Federation
Andhra Pradesh Turkey
Rajasthan Iran
Gujarat Japan
Tamil Nadu Kenya
Karnataka Sudan
Orissa Afghanistan
Kerala Italy




Time-lapse MRI images of human-brain development between ages five and
20 show the growth and then gradual loss of gray matter, which consists

of cells that process information. (Red areas contain more gray
matter, blue areas less.) Paradoxically, the thinning of gray
matter that starts around puberty corresponds to in-
creasing cognitive abilities. This probably reflects
improved neural organization, as the brain
pares redundant connections and bene-
fits from increases in the white

matter that helps brain cells
communicate.
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Risky behaviours =

—

— Accidents
— Intended injuries
— Violence
— Homicide & Suicide
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